
To this place, and the kindness of these people, I owe everything. 
Abraham Lincoln, 1861
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ABOUT THE LESSON PLAN

The legacy of Springfield 
includes more characters 
than just the Lincoln family. 
Springfield’s story is woven 
together by individuals 
overcoming hardships, making 
a life for themselves, and 
coming together to help. Below 

is a brief overview of the six individuals you will 
be meeting in the pages that follow.

This lesson plan/activity book was inspired by 
the exhibit titled “Lincoln’s Springfield” that is 
located at Lincoln Home National Historic Site 
in Springfield, Illinois.  The exhibit highlights the 
stories of six of Lincoln’s contemporaries who 
came from a variety of backgrounds and faced 
various kinds of challenges. They all persevered 

in ways that still inspire us today and point 
to what Lincoln believed was the promise of 
America. These stories are presented in a comic/
graphic novel style which makes them even more 
compelling.

This lesson plan/activity book is divided into 
several sections. Section 1 presents the stories 
of each individual followed by some questions 
about the story and a brief reflections activity.  
Section 2 contains a variety of additional 
activities, including a crossword puzzle and word 
find but also contains an opportunity for creative 
thought and reflection through writing activities 
and even the opportunity to create a comic. 
Section 3 contains the answer key as well as a 
reference to the learning standards that tie to this 
lesson plan/activity book.

The “Lincoln’s Springfield” 
exhibit explores the lives of 
six of those individuals and 
the impact they made on their 
community through graphic 
narratives.

This self-guided exhibit is 
located n the Corneau house, 
across from the Lincoln home.

Please check our website for 
hours of operations.
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HENRY 
CARRIGAN 
was one of many 
Irish immigrants 
who moved to 
Springfield to 
make a new life 
for themselves. 
Carrigan just 
so happened 
to end up living 
next door to 
Abraham Lincoln. 
While Lincoln 
and Carrigan 
disagreed 
politically, during 
the Civil War 
Carrigan helped 
to recruit soldiers 
for the Union.
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1. 1. Henry Carrigan was born in… 
a. a. 1810
b. b. 1815
c. c. 1820
d. d. 1825

2. 2. Henry Carrigan was a…
a. a. Hotel owner
b. b. Shopkeeper
c. c. Drayman
d. d. Shoe cobbler

3. 3. Henry Carrigan came to Springfield at 
what age?
a. a. 15
b. b. 20
c. c. 25
d. d. 30

4. 4. Henry Carrigan…
a. a. Lived next door to Lincoln.
b. b. Worked on the underground 

railroad.
c. c. Had a poem published.
d. d. Fought in the Civil War.

5. 5. Abraham Lincoln and Henry Carrigan 
both belonged to the Democratic Party.
a. a. True
b. b. False

6. 6. Henry Carrigan won the office of City 
Marshall.
a. a. True
b. b. False

7. 7. Henry Carrigan opposed slavery.
a. a. True
b. b. False

8. 8. Henry Carrigan was arrested for...
a. a. Murder 
b. b. Tax evasion.
c. c. Theft
d. d. Assault and disorderly conduct.

9. 9. Henry Carrigan died in...
a. a. 1868
b. b. 1866
c. c. 1865
d. d. 1870

Test Your Knowledge!Test Your Knowledge!

Answers on page 98
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Henry Carrigan faced challenges and setbacks 
in his life. Things didn’t always go as he planned. 
Abraham Lincoln was also familiar with setbacks and 
once advised a young student “Let no feelings of 
discouragement prey upon you, and in the end you are 
sure to succeed.” 

Have you ever faced setbacks?  What advice would 
you give someone who was feeling sad because of a 
challenge or problem?

Writing ActivityWriting Activity

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Let no feeling of discouragement prey upon 
you, and in the end you are sure to succeed. 
Abraham Lincoln, 1860

““ ””
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CHARLOTTE 
DE SOUZA, 
a religious 
refugee, was 
born in Portugal 
and moved to 
Springfield at the 
age of six. Years 
later she worked 
for the Lincolns 
during the 
summer of 1860 
as a seamstress. 
While their time 
together was 
brief, De Souza 
connected with 
the Lincoln family 
and remembered 
the president 
fondly.



LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD: LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD: Charlotte De SouzaCharlotte De Souza

18



LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD: LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD: Charlotte De SouzaCharlotte De Souza

19



LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD: LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD: Charlotte De SouzaCharlotte De Souza

20



LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD: LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD: Charlotte De SouzaCharlotte De Souza

21



LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD: LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD: Charlotte De SouzaCharlotte De Souza

22



LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD: LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD: Charlotte De SouzaCharlotte De Souza

23



LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD: LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD: Charlotte De SouzaCharlotte De Souza

24



LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD: LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD: Charlotte De SouzaCharlotte De Souza

25



LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD: LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD: Charlotte De SouzaCharlotte De Souza

26



LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD: LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD: Charlotte De SouzaCharlotte De Souza

27



LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD: LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD: Charlotte De SouzaCharlotte De Souza

28



LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD: LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD: Charlotte De SouzaCharlotte De Souza

29

1. 1. Charlotte De Souza was born in…
a. a. 1810
b. b. 1815
c. c. 1820
d. d. 1843

2. 2. What part of Portugal was Charlotte 
from?
a. a. Medira
b. b. Lisbon
c. c. Porto
d. d. Braga

3. 3. Charlotte De Souza came to Springfield 
in…
a. a. 1845
b. b. 1849
c. c. 1847
d. d. 1851

4. 4. There was a poem published about 
Charlotte De Souza and her family’s 
arrival to Springfield.
a. a. True
b. b. False

5. 5. The refugees to Springfield established 
what kind of church?
a. a. Catholic
b. b. Baptist
c. c. Protestant
d. d. Presbyterian

6. 6. Charlotte De Souza found work as a…
a. a. Teacher
b. b. Maid
c. c. Seamstress
d. d. Nurse

7. 7. Charlotte De Souza was hired by the 
Lincoln in …
a. a. 1809
b. b. 1860
c. c. 1865
d. d. 1870

8. 8. Charlotte De Souza worked     hours a 
day for the Lincoln’s.
a. a. 6
b. b. 8
c. c. 9
d. d. 11

9. 9. Charlotte De Souza attended the 
dedication of Lincoln’s tomb.
a. a. True
b. b. False

Test Your Knowledge!Test Your Knowledge!

Answers on page 98
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Charlotte Rodriguis De Souza faced 
many challenges and uncertainties in 
her life but worked hard to become a 
skilled seamstress. That skill, and lots of 
dedication to her work, provided her with 
opportunities that she might not have 
otherwise had. Abraham Lincoln advised 
a young person facing an uncertain future 
that “work, work, work, is the main thing.”

What skill or talent do you have? What would you like to learn to do 
better? How would you develop that skill or talent? 

Writing ActivityWriting Activity

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Work, work, work, is the main thing. 
Abraham Lincoln, 1860““ ””
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WILLIAM 
DONNEGAN 
was a free African 
American who 
worked as a 
shoe cobbler 
in Springfield. 
Additionally, 
he served as a 
conductor on the 
Underground 
Railroad helping 
people escape 
slavery. Using 
his courage 
and creativity, 
Donnegan 
assisted freedom 
seekers’ journey 
north. Over 50 
years later, a man 
who should have 
been remembered 
as a hero, was 
a victim of the 
1908 race riot in 
Springfield.
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1. 1. When was William Donnegan born? 
a. a. 1830
b. b. 1832
c. c. 1834
d. d. 1836

2. 2. What state was William Donnegan born 
in?
a. a. Alabama
b. b. Mississippi
c. c. Kentucky
d. d. Arkansas

3. 3. At what age did William Donnegan 
settle in Springfield?
a. a. 13
b. b. 23
c. c. 33
d. d. 43

4. 4. William Donnegan’s shoe business was 
located near… 
a. a. Lincoln’s home
b. b. The state capital
c. c. The white house
d. d. Lincoln’s law offices

5. 5. How old was the girl William Donnegan 
helped escape from Springfield on to 
freedom?
a. a. 12
b. b. 14
c. c. 16
d. d. 18

6. 6. How did William Donnegan help the 
girl escape to freedom?
a. a. Disguising her as a boy
b. b. Disguising her as an elderly woman
c. c. Disguising her as a middle class 

free black
d. d. Disguising her as a sailor

7. 7. When did the Springfield Race Riot 
occur?
a. a. 1808
b. b. 1866
c. c. 1908
d. d. 1966

8. 8. How old was William Donnegan when 
he died?
a. a. 54
b. b. 64
c. c. 74
d. d. 84

9. 9. How did William Donnegan die?
a. a. He was shot.
b. b. He was lynched.
c. c. He died of cancer.
d. d. He died in a fire.

Answers on page 98

Test Your Knowledge!Test Your Knowledge!
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William Donnegan worked hard and risked everything 
to help enslaved people gain their freedom through the 
Underground Railroad. Abraham Lincoln also thought that 
slavery was wrong and worked to end it so that the United 
States could have “a new birth of freedom.”

Helping someone gain their freedom can come in a variety 
of forms. For example, helping someone with a difficulty is a 
way to provide them with a path to freedom. 

Have you helped anyone gain “a new birth of freedom?” When has 
someone helped you?

Writing ActivityWriting Activity

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

That this nation, under God, shall have a new 
birth of freedom — and that government of 
the people, by the people, for the people, 
shall not perish from this earth. 
Abraham Lincoln, 1863

““
””
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JAMESON 
JENKINS lived 
down the street 
from the Lincoln 
family and 
worked as a 
drayman. Jenkins 
not only carried 
cargo, but he 
risked his own 
personal safety 
to help freedom 
seekers escaping 
slavery on their 
journey north on 
the Underground 
Railroad.
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1. 1. When was Jameson Jenkins born?
a. a. 1800
b. b. 1810
c. c. 1820
d. d. 1830

2. 2. Where was Jameson Jenkins born?
a. a. South Carolina
b. b. New York
c. c. North Carolina
d. d. New Jersey

3. 3. Jameson Jenkins was born a slave.
a. a. True
b. b. False

4. 4. At age 25 Jameson Jenkins moved to 
what type of community?
a. a. Urban
b. b. African American
c. c. Quaker
d. d. Amish

5. 5. Where did Jameson Jenkins meet his 
second wife Elizabeth?
a. a. Illinois
b. b. Guilford County
c. c. Idaho
d. d. Indiana

6. 6. At what age was Jameson Jenkins 
when he came to Springfield?
a. a. 36
b. b. 37
c. c. 38
d. d. 39

7. 7. What year did Jameson Jenkins arrive 
in Springfield?
a. a. 1845
b. b. 1846
c. c. 1847
d. d. 1848

8. 8. How did Jameson Jenkins help 
freedom seekers escape slavery?
a. a. He let them stay in his home.
b. b. Using his horse and wagon he 

carried them north.
c. c. He ran for office.
d. d. None

9. 9. Jameson Jenkins drove President-elect 
Abraham Lincoln to Washington D.C.
a. a. True
b. b. False

10. 10. What did President-elect Abraham 
Lincoln do at the Great Western Depot?
a. a. Announced his election victory.
b. b. Delivered his First Inaugural 

Address.
c. c. Delivered his Farewell Address.
d. d. Delivered his House Divided 

Speech.

Test Your Knowledge!Test Your Knowledge!

Answers on page 98
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Jameson Jenkins acted against the injustice of slavery 
as a conductor on the Underground Railroad helping 
enslaved people gain their freedom. Lincoln told the 
Illinois Legislature that he thought “The institution of 
slavery was founded on both injustice and bad policy.”

We can still face injustices today. Have you faced an 
injustice in your school or neighborhood? When have 
you helped others who were facing injustice?

Writing ActivityWriting Activity

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

The institution of slavery was founded on 
both injustice and bad policy. 
Abraham Lincoln, 1837

““ ””
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FRANCIS 
SPRINGER lived 
in Lincoln’s 
neighborhood. His 
house was used 
as both a school 
and a church, 
becoming an 
important place 
in the community. 
When the Civil 
War broke out, 
Springer joins 
the Union Army 
and was named 
a Chaplin. During 
the war he 
provided comfort, 
aid and medical 
assistance to 
Union soldiers. 
Eventually, 
Springer made 
his way to Fort 
Smith, Arkansas to 
help war refugees 
make a new life 
for themselves.
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1. 1. What issue divided the nation and led 
to the Civil War?
a. a. Taxes
b. b. Economics
c. c. Slavery
d. d. Environment

2. 2. Francis Springer was a…
a. a. German
b. b. Orphan
c. c. Chaplain
d. d. All three

3. 3. What state did Francis Springer not 
attend school?
a. a. New York
b. b. Maryland
c. c. Ohio
d. d. Pennsylvania

4. 4. Which of Lincoln’s sons was a student 
of Francis Springer?
a. a. Robert
b. b. Tad
c. c. William
d. d. Edward

5. 5. Francis Springer was one of Abraham 
Lincoln’s best friends.
a. a. True
b. b. False

6. 6. What division of the Union army did 
Francis Springer join?
a. a. 10th Illinois cavalry
b. b. 10th Illinois airborne
c. c. 10th Illinois infantry
d. d. 10th Illinois navy

7. 7. How old was Francis Springer when he 
enlisted in the Union Army
a. a. 21
b. b. 31
c. c. 41
d. d. 51

8. 8. Francis Springer helped how 
many refugees from Fort Smith to 
Springfield?
a. a. 100
b. b. 200
c. c. 300
d. d. 400

9. 9. Francis Springer performed Abraham 
Lincoln’s eulogy.
a. a. True
b. b. False

Test Your Knowledge!Test Your Knowledge!

Answers on page 98
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Francis Springer was devoted to helping others. He 
worked especially hard for the benefit of children and 
their future by opening schools and finding homes 
for orphans. In a speech, Abraham Lincoln stated that 
“The struggle of today, is not altogether for today—it 
is for a vast future also.”

Can you think of a time when someone helped you?  What are your plans 
for the future?

Writing ActivityWriting Activity

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

The struggle of today, is not altogether for 
today   — it is for a vast future also. 
Abrah am Lincoln, 1861

““ ””
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MARIAH VANCE 
was a free African 
American woman 
who worked 
for the Lincolns 
and forged a 
long-lasting 
bond with the 
Lincoln Family. 
So much so, that 
over 30 years 
later, Robert 
Todd Lincoln 
reconnected with 
her and began 
sending monthly 
stipend checks 
over thirty years 
after she worked 
for the Lincoln 
family.
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1. 1. How old was Mariah Vance when she 
entered indentured servitude?
a. a. 9
b. b. 11
c. c. 13
d. d. 15

2. 2. Mariah Vance was required to work 
without pay for…
a. a. 1 year
b. b. 5 years
c. c. 10 years
d. d. Forever`

3. 3. Mariah Vance married a man named… 
a. a. Todd
b. b. Henry
c. c. Eddie
d. d. William

4. 4. What did Mariah Vance’s and her 
husband’s mothers have in common? 
a. a. They were once enslaved.
b. b. They were all from Illinois.
c. c. They were friends of the Lincolns.
d. d. Nothing

5. 5. Mariah Vance worked at the Lincoln’s 
home… 
a. a. Cooking
b. b. Cleaning
c. c. Doing laundry
d. d. All three

6. 6. What city did Mariah Vance eventually 
live in after leaving Springfield?
a. a. Jacksonville
b. b. Decatur
c. c. Quincy
d. d. Danville

7. 7. Which younger Lincoln Mariah Vance 
build a close relationship with?
a. a. Robert
b. b. Tad
c. c. William
d. d. Edward

8. 8. What meal did Mariah Vance make 
that was the favorite of this younger 
Lincoln?
a. a. Corn pone and bacon
b. b. Soused pig’s face
c. c. Beef and lark pie
d. d. Sheep trotters

Answers on page 99

Test Your Knowledge!Test Your Knowledge!
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Mariah Vance faced many challenges growing up, having lost 
her father and working for many years without getting paid. 
But she was determined to succeed. Lincoln wrote about that 
kind of determination saying, “You cannot fail, if you resolutely 
determine that you will not.”

What are you determined to achieve or succeed in?

Writing ActivityWriting Activity

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

You cannot fail, if you resolutely determine 
that you will not. 
Abraham Lincoln, 1860

““ ””
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1. 1. What civil rights organization was 
formed as a result of the Springfield 
Race Riot?
a. a. The National Association for the 

Advancement of colored People
b. b. The Freedman’s bureau
c. c. The United Negro College Fund
d. d. Black LiveBonus Questionss Matter

2. 2. Who was Ida B. Wells?
a. a. William Donnegan’s mother
b. b. A civil rights and anti-lynching 

activist
c. c. She taught all of Lincoln’s children.
d. d. She worked alongside Lincoln in his 

law office.

3. 3. How old were the cadets in Springfield 
under the charge of Major Thomas S. 
Mather?
a. a. 16-20
b. b. 18-22
c. c. 20-24
d. d. 22-26

4. 4. What percentage of Springfield 
residents were born outside of the U.S. 
in 1860?
a. a. 13%
b. b. 23%
c. c. 33%
d. d. 43%

5. 5. Which of the following was not a 
foreign language spoken in Springfield 
in 1860?
a. a. Spanish
b. b. German
c. c. French
d. d. Portuguese

6. 6. How many places of worship were 
there in the city of Springfield in 1860?
a. a. 18
b. b. 19
c. c. 20
d. d. 21

Answers on page 99

The answers to these questions can be found within the 
“Lincoln’s Springfield” exhibit at Lincoln Home National Historic Site.

Bonus QuestionsBonus Questions
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Crossword Puzzle CluesCrossword Puzzle Clues

ACROSSACROSS
1. A fixed regular sum paid as a salary 

or allowance.

4. Lose its normal qualities, rot or 
decay.

5. A ceremony –inducting someone 
into a new position, especially the 
President.

6. A member of the clergy attached 
to a private chapel, institution, ship, 
branch of the armed forces, etc.

8. A person's usual or principle work or 
business, especially as a means of 
earning a living; vocation.

11. One who has legal right or exclusive 
title to something: owner.

12. A speech or piece of writing that 
praises someone or something 
highly, typically someone who has 
just died.

15. Guides on the Underground 
Railroad.

16. A young trainee in the armed 
services or police force.

17. Marked by firm determination.

18. The state of being barred from one's 
native country, typically for political 
or punitive reasons.

19. The action of withdrawing formally 
from membership of a federation or 
body, especially a state.

DOWNDOWN
2. A person who delivers goods in a 

wagon.

3. The feeling or expression of 
reverence and adoration for a deity.

5. Unwillingness to accept views, 
beliefs, or behavior that differ from 
one's own.

7. Kill (someone), especially by 
hanging, for an alleged offense with 
or without a legal trial.

9. A particular form of a language 
which is peculiar to a specific region 
or social group.

10. A person whose job involves sewing 
clothing.

13. A member of the Religious Society 
of Friends, a Christian movement 
founded by George Fox ca. 1650.

14. A person who has been forced to 
leave their country to escape war, 
persecution, or natural disaster.

Answers on page 100
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Word SearchWord Search

Find the following words in the puzzle. Words are hidden , , , , and .

CADET
CHAPLAIN
CONDUCTOR
DIALECT
DRAYMAN

EULOGY
EXILE
INAUGURAL
INTOLERANCE
LYNCHED

OCCUPATION
PERISH
PROPRIETOR
QUAKER
REFUGEES

RESOLUTE
SEAMSTRESS
SECESSION
STIPEND
WORSHIP

Answers on page 102
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Write a summary of the “Lincoln’s Springfield” exhibit using this strategy.

• In the bottom 3 spaces, write three important facts/events from the exhibit.

•  In the middle 2 spaces, identify one of the people from the “Lincoln’s 
Springfield” exhibit, how they interacted with Lincoln or how they persevered.

•  In the top triangle write a personal response to something the person said or 
did. (This reminds me of... I feel that... This makes me think...)

3-2-1 Summary3-2-1 Summary
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Complete the picture frame graphic organizer on the next page for a person using the 
information gathered at the “Lincoln’s Springfield” exhibit.

•  In the center box draw or print out a picture of your person

•  In the top box write your person’s name artistically.

•  In the right box list three things you learned about your person from the exhibit.

•  In the bottom box write how your person interacted with Lincoln or how they 
persevered.

•  In the left box write a personal response to something the person said or did. 
(This reminds me of... I feel that... This makes me think...)

Picture FramePicture Frame
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Represent the information from “Lincoln’s Springfield” exhibit on one side of a single 
blank white page. This final result should look clean and artistic like a poster (colorful 
letters, quality artwork, etc.) You may want to first lightly sketch out your draft on 
notebook paper. Then create a final of your one-pager using ink/colored pencils, etc.

The page can be laid out however you choose, but should include the following:

1. 1. Three terms you learned from the exhibit along with a short definition.

2. 2. The people involved in Lincoln’s Springfield and how they interacted with 
Lincoln or how they persevered.

3. 3. Two statements/sentences copied directly from the exhibit that you found 
interesting.

4. 4. Two questions you make up that are answered from the exhibit.

5. 5.  At least two graphic representations (drawings, maps, graphs, symbols, cartoons, 
Venn diagrams, graphic organizers, etc.) These should tie in with the people you 
chose above.

6. 6.  A personal response/opinion - a comment, a connection, or an interpretation. 
(This reminds me of... I feel that... This makes me think...)

One-PagerOne-Pager
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Step-by-Step Instructions are below on how to create your own comic strip. In creating 
and illustrating the story, think about the “Lincoln’s Springfield” stories and how each 
person worked through challenges to achieve success and help others. Then create your 
own comic about someone facing a challenge. It might be a story you made up or it might 
even be about you. Be sure to have fun and be creative!

Plan Your StoryPlan Your Story
• Think about a clear and simple story that fits the topic you chose.
• Decide on a beginning, middle, and end for your story.
•  Make sure your story can be told in 5 frames.

Create a Rough DraftCreate a Rough Draft
• Use a pencil to lightly sketch each of the 5 frames.
•  Frame 1: Introduce the main character and the initial situation.
• Frame 2: Show the main character encountering a different culture or introduced to a 

challenge.
• Frame 3: Illustrate the main event or turning point.
• Frame 4: Show the main character reacting to or how the event or challenge is dealt 

with.
• Frame 5: Conclude with the final outcome or the impact of the interaction.

Add Details and DialogueAdd Details and Dialogue
•  Add speech bubbles or thought bubbles to show what characters are saying or 

thinking.
• Make sure the text is clear and easy to read.
•  Include important details in the background to help tell the story.

Review and EditReview and Edit
•  Check your comic strip for spelling or grammar mistakes.
• Make sure your story is clear and easy to understand.
• Ask a friend or family member to review it and give feedback.

Finalize Your Comic StripFinalize Your Comic Strip
•  Go over your pencil lines with a pen or marker to make them stand out.
• Erase any unnecessary pencil marks.
• Color your comic strip to make it more engaging and vibrant.

Make Your Own Comic StripMake Your Own Comic Strip
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On a separate piece of paper, write a series of short essays based on the 
suggestions below. 

Springfield’s Impact on Lincoln: Explain how living in Springfield may have influenced 
Abraham Lincoln’s views and character. How might his experiences there shaped his 
future decisions as president?

Day in the Life of Lincoln: Create a short story that has Lincoln interacting with each of 
the individuals you learned about from the Lincoln’s Springfield exhibit.

Interview with a Springfield resident: Write an imaginary interview with one of the 
people you learned about at the Lincoln’s Springfield exhibit. What stories would they tell 
you about Lincoln?

The Impact of the Exhibit: After visiting the Lincoln's Springfield exhibit, write a letter 
to a friend explaining what you found most interesting or surprising. How did the exhibit 
change your understanding of Abraham Lincoln?

Lincoln's Legacy: Reflect on how the Lincoln's Springfield exhibit highlights Abraham 
Lincoln's legacy. Write a persuasive essay on why it's important for students to learn 
about Lincoln's life in Springfield and how it can inspire future generations.

Writing PromptsWriting Prompts



LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD LINCOLN’S SPRINGFIELD Answer KeyAnswer Key

98

Answer KeyAnswer Key

HENRY CARRIGANHENRY CARRIGAN
1. 1. Henry Carrigan was born in… b. 1815
2. 2. Henry Carrigan was a… a. Hotel owner
3. 3. Henry Carrigan came to Springfield at what age? 

c. 25
4. 4. Henry Carrigan . . . a. Lived next door to Lincoln
5. 5. Abraham Lincoln and Henry Carrigan both 

belonged to the Democratic Party. b. False
6. 6. Henry Carrigan won the office of City Marshall. 

b. False
7. 7. Henry Carrigan opposed slavery. a. True
8. 8. Henry Carrigan was arrested for d. Assault and 

disorderly conduct 
9. 9. Henry Carrigan died in… a. 1868

CHARLOTTE DE SOUZACHARLOTTE DE SOUZA
1. 1. Charlotte De Souza was born in… b. 1843
2. 2. What part of Portugal was Charlotte from? 

a. Medira
3. 3. Charlotte De Souza came to Springfield in… 

b. 1849
4. 4. There was a poem published about Charlotte 

De Souza and her family’s arrival to Springfield. 
a. True

5. 5. The refugees to Springfield established what 
kind of church? d. Presbyterian

6. 6. Charlotte De Souza found work as a… 
c. Seamstress

7. 7. Charlotte De Souza was hired by Lincoln in… 
a. 1860

8. 8. Charlotte De Souza worked     hours a day for 
the Lincoln’s. d. 11

9. 9. Charlotte De Souza attended the dedication of 
Lincoln’s tomb.  a. True

WILLIAM DONNEGANWILLIAM DONNEGAN
1. 1. When was William Donnegan born?  b. 1832
2. 2. What state was William Donnegan born in? 

c. Kentucky
3. 3. At what age did William Donnegan settle in 

Springfield? a. 13

4. 4. William Donnegan’s shoe business was located 
near…  d. Lincoln’s Law offices

5. 5. How old was the girl William Donnegan helped 
escape from Springfield on to freedom? c. 16

6. 6. How did William Donnegan help the girl escape 
to freedom? a. Disguising her as a boy

7. 7. When did the Springfield Race Riot occur? 
c. 1908

8. 8. How old was William Donnegan when he died? 
d. 84

9. 9. How did William Donnegan die? b. He was 
lynched.

JAMESON JENKINSJAMESON JENKINS
1. 1. When was Jameson Jenkinsborn? b. 1810
2. 2. Where was Jameson Jenkins born? c. North 

Carolina
3. 3. Jameson Jenkins was born a slave. b. False
4. 4. At age 25 Jameson Jenkins moved to what type 

of community? c. Quaker
5. 5. Where did Jameson Jenkins meet his second 

wife Elizabeth? d. Indiana
6. 6. At what age was Jameson Jenkins when he 

came to Springfield? a. 36
7. 7. What year did Jameson Jenkins arrive in 

Springfield? d. 1848
8. 8. How did Jameson Jenkins help freedom 

seekers escape slavery? b. Using his horse and 
wagon, he carried them north.

9. 9. Jameson Jenkins drove President-elect 
Abraham Lincoln to Washington D.C. b. False

10. 10. What did President-elect Abraham Lincoln do 
at the Great Western Depot? c. Delivered his 
farewell address

FRANCIS SPRINGERFRANCIS SPRINGER
1. 1. What issue divided the nation and led to the 

Civil War? c. Slavery
2. 2. Francis Springer was a… d. All three
3. 3. What state did Francis Springer not attend 

school? c. Ohio 
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4. 4. Which of Lincoln’s sons was a student of Francis 
Springer? a. Robert

5. 5. Francis Springer was one of Abraham Lincoln’s 
best friends. a. True

6. 6. What division of the Union army did Francis 
Springer join? a. 10th Illinois cavalry

7. 7. How old was Francis Springer when he enlisted 
in the Union Army d. 51

8. 8. Francis Springer helped how many refugees 
from Fort Smith to Springfield? c. 300

9. 9. Francis Springer performed Abraham Lincoln’s 
eulogy. a. True

MARIAH VANCEMARIAH VANCE

1. 1. How old was Mariah Vance when she entered 
indentured servitude? a. 9

2. 2. Mariah Vance was required to work without pay 
for… c. 10 years

3. 3. Mariah Vance married a man named…  
b. Henry

4. 4. What did Mariah Vance’s and her husband’s 
parents have in common?  a. They were once 
enslaved.

5. 5. Mariah Vance worked at the Lincoln’s home…  
d. All three

6. 6. What city did Mariah Vance eventually live in 
after leaving Springfield? d. Danville 

7. 7. Which younger Lincoln Mariah Vance build a 
close relationship with? a. Robert

8. 8. What meal did Mariah Vance make that was the 
favorite of this younger Lincoln? a. Corn pone 
and bacon 

BONUS QUESTIONSBONUS QUESTIONS
1. 1. What civil rights organization was formed as a 

result of the Springfield Race Riot? 
a. The National Association for the Advancement 
of colored People

2. 2. Who was Ida B.  Wells? b. A civil rights and anti-
lynching activist

3. 3. How old were the cadets in Springfield under 
the charge of Major Thomas S. Mather? a. 16-20

4. 4. What percentage of Springfield residents were 
born outside of the U.S. in 1860? c. 33%

5. 5. Which of the following was not a foreign 
language spoken in Springfield in 1860? 
a. Spanish

6. 6. How many places of worship were there in the 
city of Springfield in 1860? b. 19 
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Crossword Puzzle AnswersCrossword Puzzle Answers
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Crossword Puzzle AnswersCrossword Puzzle Answers

ACROSSACROSS
1. A fixed regular sum paid as a salary 

or allowance. STIPEND

4. Lose its normal qualities, rot or 
decay. PERISH

5. A ceremony –inducting someone 
into a new position, especially the 
President. INAUGURAL

6. A member of the clergy attached 
to a private chapel, institution, ship, 
branch of the armed forces, etc. 
CHAPLAIN

8. A person's usual or principle 
work or business, especially as a 
means of earning a living; vocation. 
OCCUPATION

11. One who has legal right or 
exclusive title to something: owner. 
PROPRIETOR

12. A speech or piece of writing that 
praises someone or something 
highly, typically someone who has 
just died. EULOGY

15. Guides on the Underground 
Railroad. CONDUCTOR

16. A young trainee in the armed 
services or police force. CADET

17. Marked by firm determination. 
RESOLUTE

18. The state of being barred from one's 
native country, typically for political 
or punitive reasons. EXILE

19. The action of withdrawing formally 
from membership of a federation or 
body, especially a state. SECESSION

DOWNDOWN
2. A person who delivers goods in a 

wagon. DRAYMAN

3. The feeling or expression of 
reverence and adoration for a deity. 
WORSHIP

5. Unwillingness to accept views, 
beliefs, or behavior that differ from 
one's own. INTOLERANCE

7. Kill (someone), especially by 
hanging, for an alleged offense with 
or without a legal trial. LYNCH

9. A particular form of a language 
which is peculiar to a specific region 
or social group. DIALECT

10. A person whose job involves sewing 
clothing. SEAMSTRESS

13. A member of the Religious Society 
of Friends, a Christian movement 
founded by George Fox ca. 1650. 
QUAKER

14. A person who has been forced to 
leave their country to escape war, 
persecution, or natural disaster. 
REFUGEE
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Word Search AnswersWord Search Answers
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Common Core Learning Standards 
for ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS

Key Ideas and Details
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and 
analyze its development over the course of the 
text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary 
of the text.

Analyze the interactions between individuals, 
events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas 
influence individuals or events, or how individuals 
influence ideas or events)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, including figurative 
and connotative meanings; analyze the impact 
of specific word choices on meaning and tone, 
including analogies or allusions to other texts.

Text Types and Purposes
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine 
a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, 
and analysis of relevant content.

Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, 
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured 
event sequences.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which 
the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Comprehension and Collaboration
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher 
led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Present claims and findings, emphasizing 
salient points in a focused, coherent manner 
with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and 
examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate 
volume, and clear pronunciation.
Integrate multimedia and visual displays into 
presentations to clarify information, strengthen 
claims and evidence, and add interest.

Conventions of Standard English 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions 
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate 
general academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression.
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Illinois Learning Standards  
for SOCIAL SCIENCE

SS.IS.4.6-8.MC: Gather relevant information from 
credible sources and determine whether they 
support each other.

SS.IS.6.6-8.MdC: Construct explanations using 
reasoning, correct sequence, examples and 
details, while acknowledging their strengths and 
weaknesses.

S.IS.8.6-8.LC: Analyze how a problem 
can manifest itself and the challenges and 
opportunities faced by those trying to address it.

SS.CV.1.6-8.MdC: Describe the roles of political, 
civil and economic organizations in shaping 
people’s lives.

SS.CV.4.6-8.LC: Explain the connection between 
interests and perspectives, civic virtues, and 
democratic principles when addressing issues in 
government and society.

SS.CV.6.6-8.MdC; Analyze the purposes, 
implementation, and consequences of public 
policies in historic and contemporary settings.

SS.G2.6-8.MC: Evaluate how cultural and 
economic decisions influence environments 
and the daily lives of people in both nearby and 
distant places.

SS.EC.1.6-8.LC: Explain how economic decisions 
affect the wellbeing of individuals, businesses 
and society.

SS.H.1.6-8.MdC: Analyze connections among 
events and developments in broader historical 
contexts.

SS.H.1.6-8.MC: Use questions generated about 
individuals and groups to analyze why they, and 
the developments they shaped, are seen as 
historically significant.

SS.H.2.6-8.MdC: Analyze multiple factors that 
influenced the perspectives of people during 
different historical eras.

SS.H.4.6-8.LC: Explain multiple causes and 
effects of historical events.

SS.H.4.6-8.MC: Organize applicable evidence 
into a coherent argument about the past.

 

 



The better part 
of one’s life 
consists of his 
friendships. 

Abraham Lincoln, 1845

“

”


